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The Vital Role of Parishioners  

in the Ministry of the Priest 

L ENTEN  P I LGR IM AGE  
 

To The National Shrine  
of Our Lady of Champion 

 
4047 Chapel Drive, New Franken, WI 54229  

 

Saturday, March 9, 2024  
 

8:00 am Confessions 

8:30 am Mass 

9:30 am Rosary  
 

Held in the Shrine Chapel  

All are Welcome! 

In every parish, the priest stands as a 

symbol of faith, compassion, and guid-

ance. His life is one of dedication to 

serving the spiritual needs of his com-

munity. But the success of his ministry 

relies heavily upon the active participa-

tion and cooperation of parishioners. A 

Catholic priest's daily routine is a testa-

ment to his commitment to nurturing 

souls and fostering a vibrant parish 

community. From celebrating Mass and 

administering sacraments to offering 

counsel and comfort to those in need, 

his days are filled with acts of service 

and devotion. However, the true effec-

tiveness of his ministry is realized 

when parishioners actively engage in 

parish life. 
 

The participation of parishioners in 

various ministries is not only a source 

of support for the 

priest but also a vital 

component of build-

ing a strong and 

thriving parish com-

munity. Whether it be 

serving as lectors, 

extraordinary ministers of Holy Com-

munion, Catechists, at Fundraising 

events, or volunteers in outreach pro-

grams, each parishioner plays a unique 

role in furthering the mission of the 

Church. By actively participating in par-

ish ministries, individuals not only sup-

port their priest but also contribute to 

the spiritual growth and vitality of the 

entire community. Their involvement 

fosters a sense of unity and solidarity 

among parishioners, strengthening the 

bonds of fellowship and communion. 

Continued on page 3 
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After ministering at St. James and St. 

Joseph Parishes for nearly 5 years, Father 

Santy is headed back to his home diocese 

in the Philippines. His Religious Workers 

Visa to remain in the United States will 

expire on June 30, 2024, and it cannot be 

processed for a Permanent Residency 

Green Card due to a change that were 

made last year by the current administra-

tion with regards to EB-4 visas. Father San-

ty must leave the United States for at least 

one year, after which the Diocese can 

again apply for a new Religious Workers 

Visa on his behalf. “Upon discovering this,” 

said Father Santy, “I felt saddened as I had 

already prepared myself to serve here for 

another five years." 
  

What is a Green Card? A Green 

Card is a permanent resident ID card 

issued by the U.S. government allow-

ing foreigners to live and work in our 

country. The foreign priests in our 

diocese begin with a Religious Work-

ers visa (R-1) and have that status for 

five years. During this time, the dio-

cese applies for the Green Card on 

their behalf. The diocese assists 

these men in obtaining the necessary 

documentation and pays the costs for 

both the R-1 visa and the Green Card. 

(Thanks to the Cathedraticum!)  
  

For religious leaders like Father 

Santy, it previously took only a brief 

time to obtain a Green Card before 

their Religious Worker visas expired. 

But then in spring of 2023, the cur-

rent administration announced a sud-

den procedural change in how it pro-

cesses them. That change moved 

what are known as Special Immigrant 

Juveniles (SIJ) into the EB-4 category 

with religious workers. SIJ’s are those 

immigrants classified as minors who 

were abused or neglected from Gua-

temala, Honduras, and El Salvador. 

Since only 10,000 Green Cards are 

approved annually, there is now a 

huge backlog of applicants whose 

wait will be too long, meaning that 

their documentation to remain in the 

U.S. will no longer be valid. 
  

Across all faith traditions, there 

are few options for these workers to 

continue their U.S. based ministry, At 

a minimum, they would need to go 

abroad for a year before being eligible 

for another temporary religious work-

er Visa. Father Santy is hopeful how-

ever, “If all 

goes accord-

ing to plan, I 

anticipate 

returning to 

the Diocese after one year. The 175th 

Foundation Anniversary of St. James 

Parish holds immense importance to 

me, especially as a parish administra-

tor. It is a rare and significant oppor-

tunity. I am sad that I will be unable to 

attend the opening Mass on July 28th, 

2024. I am fervently praying for every-

thing to proceed smoothly as planned 

so that I can be present at the closing 

Mass on July 27th, 2025.” 

 

And so it is, Father Santy is obli-

gated to leave St. James and St. Jo-

seph Parishes. This situation is dis-

heartening not only for our parishion-

ers but also for our diocese due to the 

current shortage of priests. All the 

more reason to pray for vocations 

from within our midst. A new leader 

will be assigned for our parishes in 

April. St. James the Apostle, pray for 

us.  

GREEN CARD NON-RENEWAL IMPACTS FATHER SANTY          by Jean Schleis 

March 28 Holy Thursday 5:00 pm  Mass at St. Joseph 

  7:30 pm Mass at St. James 
 

March 29 Good Friday 3:00 pm Service at St. Joseph 

  6:00 pm Service at St. James 

 

March 30 Holy Saturday 8:00 pm Mass at St. James 

  8:00 pm Mass at St. Joseph 
 

March 31 Easter Sunday 8:00 am  Mass at St. James 

  10:00 am Mass at St. Joseph  



 

Furthermore, participating in parish 

ministries is a tangible way for pa-

rishioners to express their love for 

God and their commitment to His 

Church. It is a testament to their be-

lief in the mission of the Church and 

their desire to serve others in the 

name of Christ. The success of a 

priest's ministry is greatly enhanced 

by the active participation and coop-

eration of parishioners. By embrac-

ing their role as active members of 

the parish community and participat-

ing in its various ministries, individu-

als not only support their priest but 

also contribute to the overall well-

being and flourishing of the parish, 

the mystical body of Jesus. 

  In Christ, 
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VITAL ROLE OF PARISHIONERS  continued from page 1 

Father Ron ministered at St. James 

Parish for 21 years—the longest ten-

ure of any previous pastor. During 

that time, he touched the lives of 

many, many people. Through Bap-

tisms, Marriages, Confirmations, First 

Communions or Funerals, he got to 

know everyone in the parish, an en-

tire generation! People loved his 

down-to-earth manner, his compas-

sion, and his humor. And Father Ron 

loved the people of St. James Parish. 
 

Upon his passing in 2023, parish 

leaders wanted to establish a me-

morial for him.  After discussion two 

projects were chosen:  

• Rebuild the deck above the rec-

tory garage in his honor. Fr. Ron 

loved to sit out on the deck when 

he lived at St. James. 

• Create a prayer garden on parish 

grounds with a tree and bench.  

The plan is to complete both pro-

jects this summer. A memorial fund 

was started so that parishioners 

and friends of Father Ron could 

unite in his memory. To date, we 

have received $1,470. If you wish to 

donate to these    

lasting memorials to 

Father Ron, place 

your donation in a 

clearly marked enve-

lope and put it in the collection at 

Mass or mail to the St. James 

Church. You may also visit the     

Giving Page on our website to     

donate by credit card.  
 

Anyone interested in helping with 

these projects may contact Jean 

Schleis, 920-863-3965.  

Footnote: The time is now for you to get involved in one of the ministries at St. James. As an Ush-

er, Eucharistic Minister, Lector, Choir Member or Mass Server, a Catechist, Prayer Shawl helper 

or Council or Committee member, your service and involvement is needed now to build up our 

community. Please see our related article with contact information on page 4. 

TRIBUTE TO FATHER RON COLOMBO 

BISHOP’S APPEAL UNDERWAY 

Each year, the Green Bay Diocese conducts a fundrais-

ing campaign to support the good works of the Green 

Bay Diocese. Their ministries and services enable us 

as Catholics in a small parish to bring Jesus and the 

Eucharist to thousands of people across northeastern 

Wisconsin. Your gifts fund the formation of our dea-

cons and empower their ministry. Our Faith Formation 

program benefits from the guidance and direction of 

the Diocese. Last December, the Appeal funded a 

speaker for our linkage to train Mass ministers. And 

we will never know how many of our neighbors re-

ceived help with the confidential services of Catholic 

Charities. Indeed, our contributions to the Bishop’s 

Appeal have a huge impact! 

This year, our Bishop’s Appeal goal is $35,090. 

Please prayerfully consider joining your fellow parish-

ioners in making a generous gift to the Appeal during 

this Lenten season. Thank you for your support! For 

more information on the Bishop’s Appeal, please call 

Tammy Danz, Bishop’s Appeal Director, at 920-272-

8123, or visit www.catholicfoundationgb.org.  

2023  
  BISHOP’S APPEAL 

DISTRIBUTIONS 

http://www.catholicfoundationgb.org
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PARISH COUNCIL AND FINANCE COUNCIL 

Both of these councils work closely with the pastor in an 

advisory role. 

• The Parish Council oversees operations of Faith For-

mation, Social Concerns and Worship. Members may 

serve for two-3 year terms. They meet six times per 

year. Currently, there is a dire need for more members, 

especially younger people to represent their age group. 

For further info, contact Jean Schleis, 920-863-3965. 

 

• The Finance Council assists the pastor in the wise 

stewardship of parish resources. They oversee fiscal 

management including the budget, accounting prac-

tices and fundraising. Members should have exper-

tise in the areas of business, accounting, administra-

tion, law, insurance, personnel, facility maintenance, 

construction or management, as well as represent a 

cross section of the parish community. For more infor-

mation about this council, contact Mike Taddy at 920-

615-4273. 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION 

An Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion (EMHC) is 

a lay person who assists the priest in distributing Holy Com-

munion to the faithful at mass. EMHC’s must be at least 18 

years old, be a practicing Catholic, have received the sacra-

ments of Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist, demon-

strate a deep reverence for the Holy Eucharist, receive 

training, and be commissioned by the parish priest. 

If you are interested in this ministry, please contact 

Monica Winnekens at 920-863-6139.  

 

MAINTENANCE AND SPECIAL PROJECTS 

These two committees are involved with the upkeep of 

our parish grounds and facilities. They keep an eye out for 

needed repairs and collaborate with our maintenance em-

ployee to resolve. The Maintenance Committee handles 

immediate, smaller needs, and Special Projects tackles the 

larger long range projects. Both men and ladies are wel-

come to join these groups. Call John Heiser at 920-863-

6066, or Jean Schleis at 920-863-3965 for more info. 

 

Southwest  Ent rance  

Initial work has been completed 

on this project, but winter tempera-

tures have delayed the completion. 

Come spring, there will be an epoxy 

coating applied to both the outside 

surfaces and inside the entrance go-

ing down to the basement. A new  

door leading to the sacristy will be 

installed. 

Some people who use these out-

side steps have noticed a slightly 

higher rise to the bottom step. This 

will be adjusted when the drainage 

problems are corrected with the new 

blacktop. 
 

L i f t  

There has been exciting progress 

on our lift installation. Since our last 

update, the state approved the plans 

from the architect so that we could 

proceed with preparing the space for 

the lift. A 2x4 structural enclosure was 

built and the opening was cut be-

tween the floors. The rough electrical 

work was completed for light fixtures 

inside and outside of the shaft. At that 

point, the state inspector came back  

to look at the work. All went well and 

we were given the go-ahead to run a 

phone line for inside for emergencies. 

We then proceeded with drywall and 

plaster. Painting will be next, with the 

color matching the existing areas 

nearby. The lift itself should be at St. 

James in early March for installation. 

Keep your eyes open for progress! 

We have not conducted a fund-

raising campaign for either of these 

projects. That is because an anony-

mous parish member contributed a 

substantial portion of the cost, and 

the remainder came from the parish 

portion of the one-by-One campaign. 

Thank you! 

Special Projects Moving Along                                           by Jean Schleis 

View of lift enclosure from choir steps  

Dying trees were removed from  
the south side of church 

Continued on next page 

ST .  JAMES  PARISH  

Our M in is tr ies  

 
 

F i n d  Y o u r  P l a c e    ║    G e t  I n v o l v e d  



 
FAITH FORMATION  

There are lots of ways to volunteer within our Faith For-

mation Program. We need catechists, aides, substitutes 

and parking lot attendants. Within Faith Formation, we also 

include Sunday Churchtime and the Fun & Faith program—

each with another set of volunteers. Explore all the opportu-

nities to share your talent and faith with our young people 

by calling Traci Hickey at 920-418-1933. 

 

CHOIR  

We “Sing A Joyful Song to the Lord” with voices, piano, 

organ, guitar, flute and clarinet. St James Choir sings at the 

Sunday Mass from September until May. Practice is on 

Thursday evenings twice a month. Anyone who loves to sing 

praise to our Lord and share their talent is welcome to join 

the choir!   

     A Church Musician mentoring program is available to 

those with a piano background who would like to accompa-

ny song leaders at the Saturday Mass. Please contact Mary 

Ozarowicz at 920-660-7467 or maryozy@gmail.com for 

more information.    

LECTORS     

Those who proclaim the readings at Mass are lectors. 

We are in need of more people in this role, especially for 

the Saturday evening Mass. Reverence for the Word of God 

along with a clear voice and good reading ability are all that 

is needed. Training is provided. Contact Leroy Kane at 920-

863-8281 for more information. 

 

SOCIAL GATHERINGS AND RECEPTIONS 

Social events are the core of getting people together to 

meld the different age groups of our church community.  

Whether a coffee & donut social, Faith Formation Recep-

tion or appreciation for a volunteer, we need individuals 

who can navigate a kitchen and serve people with a smile.  

Volunteers are needed to answer the call when asked for 

help. Additionally, it would be tremendously helpful if we 

had a lead couple to serve as a contact to get the plans 

started for a social. For more info, call the parish office at 

920-863-2585. 

 

PRAYER CHAIN AND SOCIAL CONCERNS 

Our prayer chain, coordinated by Joan Chizek begins 

with prayer requests by parishioners. There are 12 prayer 

warriors who pray for ill family members, people anticipat-

ing surgery and many other intercessions.  

Each year bags of groceries are collected at St. James 

for the needy. Then, Social Concern members bring the 

donations to the Maribel Food Pantry where they are dis-

tributed. This past year approximately 50 bags of food were 

donated. 

At Christmas we remember our elderly and homebound 

parishioners. We collect home baked cookies and our 7th 

and 8th grade Faith Formation students make Christmas 

ornaments and cards for them. We deliver the gifts and have 

wonderful visits with the recipients who are very grateful. 

We are in need of new members. Please call the parish 

office at 920-863-2585 for information. 

 

ALTAR SERVERS 

Students in 3rd grade or above may be Ministers of the 

Altar for St. James Parish. It is both a privilege and honor to 

serve God in this way. Altar servers assist the priest during 

Mass or other liturgical ceremonies. Those who are consid-

ering this ministry attend training with Deacon Dan.  

 Parents, please encourage your son or daughter to as-

sist the parish in this ministry. Their involvement is a won-

derful learning experience and will enhance their faith. 

Many students need volunteer hours for school and we 

would be happy to fulfill their hours with this service.   

If you have questions please email Renee Swetlik, Minis-

ter of the Altar Coordinator at rgretz2001@gmail.com or call 

or text 920 -304-1824 or Deacon Dan at 920-246-4155. 

 

USHERS AND GREETERS  

These two groups put out the “Welcome Mat” at Mass.  

• Ushers do more than take up the collection. They need 

to be attentive to visitors needing assistance, overcrowded 

seating circumstances, or people who may become ill dur-

ing Mass. For more information about Ushers contact John 

Heiser at 920-863-6066.  

• Greeters don’t just hand out bulletins before Mass. 

They arrive early, and speak welcoming words to everyone 

as they come for Mass. Families, couples, or single people 

can participate in this role. For more information about 

Greeters, contact Diane Kane at 920-863-8281. 

 

PRAYER SHAWLS 

The Prayer Shawl group has dedicated volunteers who 

knit or crochet prayer shawls. They are referred to as prayer 

shawls because while the shawls are being constructed, 

their maker prays for the eventual recipients.   

Prayer shawls are given to those in our faith community 

who may be experiencing a difficult time in their lives—loss of 

a loved one, illnesses, injuries, surgeries or for those who 

may be homebound or in a nursing home.  Our goal is to con-

vey comfort, caring, and peace from St. James parishioners.  

The Prayer Shawl group meets the first Monday of each 

month from 1-2 pm. Patterns and yarn are available at no 

cost, and shawls are completed at the individual’s own 

pace. All skill levels are welcome.  

Questions regarding the Prayer Shawl Ministry may be 

directed to Pat Blakeslee at 920-680-0526 or by email at 

lxwiregiment@tm.net.  If you have a need for a prayer 

shawl, please contact Pat or St. James Parish Office. 

P a g e  5  m a r c h  2 0 2 4   

mailto:maryozy@gmail.com
mailto:rgretz2001@gmail.com
mailto:lxwiregiment@tm.net


 Administrator: Reverend Santiago Turiano, Jr. 

       Phone: 920-604-4090 

  Email: pastor@stjamescooperstown.org 

 Deacon:  Dan Gray:  920—246-4155 

 Telephones: Office: 920-863-2585 

  Fax: 920-863-5445 

  Church Hall: 920-863-2383 

 Mass Schedule:  

 Saturday, 7:30pm 

 Sunday, 8:00am; Live streamed on Facebook  

 Reconciliation: ½ hour before weekend Masses 

 Weekday Mass: Tuesday, 8:00am 

 Faith Formation: Wednesday evenings 

       Grades 1-6: 6-7:15pm     Grades 7-10: 7:30-8:45pm 

 Parish Office Hours:                                                                                                    

    Monday - Thursday, 8:00am-1:00pm 

St. James Parish 
18228 CTH R 
Denmark, WI 54208 
 

Address Service Requested 

ST. JAMES PARISH 
COOPERSTOWN 

           Non-Profit Organization 
           U.S. Postage Paid 

           Permit No. 2 
           Denmark, Wisconsin 54208   

Upcoming Events 

 

 March 9 Lenten Pilgrimage to the Shrine, 8am 

 March 10 Grief Group, 12pm 

 March 13 Lenten Luncheon, Our Savior’s, 12pm 

 March 16 1st Communion Bread Party/Retreat 

 March 17 St. Partick’s Day  

 March 24-31 Holy Week 

 March  31 Easter Sunday 

 April 7 Anointing of the Sick at 8:00am Mass 

 April 7 First Communion, 1:00pm Mass 

Under the  

Steeple 

www.stjamescooperstown.org 


